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Synopsis

In A Short History of the United States, National Book Award winner Robert V. Remini offers a
much-needed, concise history of our country. This accessible and lively volume contains the
essential facts about the discovery, settlement, growth, and development of the American nation
and its institutions, including the arrival and migration of Native Americans, the founding of a
republic under the Constitution, the emergence of the United States as a world power, the outbreak

of terrorism here and abroad, the Obama presidency, and everything in between.
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Customer Reviews

To write a thorough, balanced history of the United States in under 400 pages is no mean feat.
Remini, professor of history emeritus at the University of lllinois at Chicago and a National Book
Award winner for his work on Andrew Jackson, deftly wraps his expertise and deep knowledge of
his subject in stripped-down prose that provides everything a casual (or bewildered) reader needs to
know about the United States from the first English colonists until the beginning of 2008. Remini’s
final chapters are slightly rushed and his judgments too general to be useful, but these flaws are
easily overshadowed by his masterful middle sections focusing on the 19th century (his scholarly
specialty). In contrast to some surveys of American history, like Howard Zinn’s People’s History of
the United States or William Bennett's America: The Last Best Hope, Remini delivers an objective
narrative of this nation’s history that readers of all political stripes will appreciate. 16 pages of b&w
illus., 14 maps. (Oct.) Copyright A© Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. Al

rights reserved. --This text refers to the Preloaded Digital Audio Player edition.



The reigning scholarly biographer of Andrew Jackson, Remini has been a frequent writer of popular
works on American history; his topics have ranged from The Battle of New Orleans (1999)

andA Joseph Smith (2002) to presidential inaugural speeches (Fellow Citizens,A 2008). Here,
Remini covers the whole American shebang in 368 pages, yielding a parsimonious narrative that to
regular readers of American history resembles an outlinea "but they arena ™t Reminia ™s
audience. He seems to be writing for those who needA anchorage in the major events in the
development of the U.S., a large target indeed consideringA the gapsA in the publica ™s knowledge
of U.S. history as revealed by occasional surveys. An instructive technique Remini usesA is to
emphasizeA a precedent in history, such as the Mayflower Compact or the legislation of the First
Congress under the Constitution, whose influence extends up to the present. Besides government,
Remini applies this method to economics, civil rights, and foreign affairs. A good choice for general

circulation needs. --Gilbert Taylor --This text refers to the Preloaded Digital Audio Player edition.

Robert Remini’s Short History of the US lives up to the publisher’s blurb: "an objective narrative of
the nation’s history ..." and A¢A A“ through a lively, erudite style of writing, it is indeed
"fact-crammed" ... and with reliable facts. In short, a most welcome addition to so much else of

contemporary writing of history.

Good survey for who like me wants to have a shallow overview of the american history.Not for

students or researchers obviously.

Easy accurate read

It was a required book for my daughter’'s summer reading. It was exactly what my daughter needed.

She didn’t particularly like reading it. It was perfect for what it was though!

Outstanding book about the history of america. It was mandatory for AP US History in High School,
and even though it was a college level class, this book is easy to comprehend on a high school

level.

We bought it for my daughter's AP US History class. She reports that it has been useful and offers

additional insights and information from the textbook. And it is highly readable.



Great

just what my son needed
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